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balloon cloth, and they wondered if these were relics of the
Nobile airship disaster, of 1928. This party took with them a
sledge which could be converted into a boat for use in open
water. The hull was made with a double-size .ground-sheet of
special canvas, the bow was made with a rucksack, rowlocks
were improvised from ski-sticks, and for oars they tied ice-axes
on to the end of their skis. On one occasion this boat carried a
man with five hundred pounds of food and equipment in a
choppy sea. On another occasion the two northern surveyors
found it useful for transferring their kit across Rijps Bay. On
the way back Wright, who was the navi gator on this trip* found
the wind was beginning to rise, and when he rejoined his com-
panion he found the ice-edge was rapidly breaking up. Sud-
denly the floe which they had used as a landing-stage broke
adrift and began to go out to sea. They jumped into the boat,
but found it impossible to row since they had to concentrate
on bailing to keep the craft afloat. The dogs meanwhile were
afloat on the ice-floe. Fortunately, all ended well since both the
boat and the floe drifted eventually on to the shore at the head
of the bay.

Ultimately the whole of the north coastline was surveyed, and
the parties returned to the base, rejoicing in the knowledge that
at last the final mysteries of the geography of North-east Land
had been revealed.